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Do you feel responsible for making the singing in your church great? 
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Do you view singing/music as a filler or as a ministry? 
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Whether you wear the title of ‘deacon of worship’ or not, start developing a good relationship with your 
minister 
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Do you ever have quiet times as a songwriter?  -  Express your relationship with God thru lyrics 
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 1) lyre, 2) zither, 3) harp, 4)lute�

Can adding musical instruments help a worship service, or not? 
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There are members in your church right now that can take your music ministry to a new level – like a 
lamp being plugged into the wall socket (here are some examples): 
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Treat the music in your church like its a ministry and you will be inspired to: 

·  grow out of your one-dimensional acapella worship experience�
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·  network with other music leaders in other churches�
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Horatio G. Spafford (1828-1888) 

Courtesy of American Colony Hotel  

Words: Horatio G. Spafford, 1873. 

Music: Philip P. Bliss, 1876 (MIDI , score). The 
tune is named after the ship on which Spafford’s 
children perished, the S.S. Ville de Havre. Ironical-
ly, Bliss himself died in a tragic train wreck shortly 
after writing this music. 

This hymn was written after two major traumas in 
Spafford’s life. The first was the great Chicago Fire 
of October 1871, which ruined him financially (he 
had been a wealthy businessman). Shortly after, 
while crossing the Atlantic, all four of Spafford’s 
daughters died in a collision with another ship. 
Spafford’s wife Anna survived and sent him the 
now famous telegram, “Saved alone.” Several 
weeks later, as Spafford’s own ship passed near the 
spot where his daughters died, the Holy Spirit in-
spired these words. They speak to the eternal hope 
that all believers have, no matter what pain and 
grief befall them on earth.��

 
Philip P. Bliss (1838-1876) 
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